
The Bri�sh Library are holding an online event
on Monday 10th May. The �tle of the event
is ‘Digital Nature’ and is billed as ‘Curators,

ar�sts and authors explore where nature and the
digital world crossover during this �me of radical
change.’.

Admission is free. Click HERE to visit the booking
page
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The latest in the series of ‘People we are
glad have too much �me on their
hands’ is the man who built a
model aircra�. Well actually,
not just the turbine jet but
also a mobile launch pad. Click HERE to watch the
video.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p093c349
https://www.bl.uk/events/digital-nature
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zi8dpZ0lFFQ


Update on Local History
group.

The leaders of Local History are now
beginning to plan some events for

2021.

In the past, bookings for our trips have been made
at the monthly mee�ngs and any payment due
has been taken when the booking is made.
Clearly this is not possible at present so we are
now pu�ng new procedures in place.

Our May event has been publicised via the
newsle�er and also an e mail has been
sent out to all members who are on
Beacon. Bookings for this tour are
being taken via Beacon.

However, in order to avoid e mailing every
member on Beacon each month, it is
necessary for us to operate a Local History
group on Beacon. This means that news of
upcoming events and changes to arrangements will
just go to those members involved.

It is for this reason that we ask any member, who
feels they may be interested in our group’s ac�vi�es
either now or in the future, to register as a member
of Local History on Beacon.

For the benefit of new members, we will outline
how our group usually operates.

We iden�fy venues and loca�ons in the local area
which we feel are worthy of a visit or tour so that we
can learn more about the area in which we live.
Local is not just Southport or even Liverpool. We
have travelled to Manchester, Lancaster and the
Wirral in our search for interes�ng days out.

We are a flexible group so members will join us if
they are interested in what we are offering. Not
every member a�ends every event!

We use public transport and anyone booking on our
tours will be advised which train or bus to catch in
order to meet the group. In the current situa�on, we
are not intending to use transport un�l July when
hopefully everything will be more normal! We do
not intend to go indoors un�l September 2021.

There is insufficient space for us to
show a list of all the places we have
visited over the past years but
examples would be Birkenhead Priory,
Se�on Park Liverpool, Manchester Cathedral and
Lancaster Castle.

Generally there is a fee to pay for the tour. This
may be a dona�on or a charge but, having
commi�ed to that tour, the leaders will have
to pay the agreed amount. The amounts
involved are o�en small, e.g. £5, but if you
decide to accompany us on an event and
book your place on Beacon and there is a

charge, you will be liable for that charge.

Our May event is a guided tour of Kings
Gardens on 20th May. On June 24th at 12
noon, we have a picnic at the Botanic
Gardens n Churchtown. We have leaflets to

hand out to members on that day so you
can either walk around the village using
this or keep the leaflet for future use.

We will be available to “mind” chairs and bags up to
2pm if people choose to undertake the walk!

We did have a walk in Waterloo booked for July but
the guide who was taking us has advised us that he
is awai�ng an opera�on so he has cancelled all his
bookings un�l he is well enough to do this for us.
We are now looking for an alterna�ve for July and
details will be posted in the newsle�er and on our
web page when this is known.

We are concerned that members who are regular
a�endees on our trips may not be registered on
Beacon or reading this newsle�er. If any member
reading this is aware of people who like to come
with us and may not be aware of the changes, we
ask that they either let the person concerned know
what is happening or email the group leader via the
U3a web page so we can reach out to as many
people as possible.

Fingers crossed all will be well with Covid and
Beacon!!! And we look forward to enjoying some
ac�vi�es in 2021.



Beer Goggles
Rotate the page to see the effect for

yourselves!
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A man in his 40's bought a new BMW and was out on the interstate for a nice evening drive. The top was
down, the breeze was blowing through what was le� of his hair and he decided to open her up.

As the needle jumped up to 80 mph, he suddenly saw flashing red and blue lights behind him. "There's no
way they can catch a BMW," he thought to himself and opened her up further. The needle hit 90, 100....
Then the reality of the situa�on hit him. "What the hell am I doing?" he thought and pulled over. The cop
came up to him, took his license without a word and examined it and the car.

"It's been a long day, this is the end of my shi� and it's Friday the 13th. I don't feel like more paperwork,
so if you can give me an excuse for your driving that I haven't heard before, you can go."

The guy thinks for a second and says, "Last week my wife ran off with a cop. I was afraid you were trying
to give her back."

"Have a nice weekend," said the officer.



Len Morris is hoping to set up a
U3A group later this year to
explore “science, health and
wellbeing” based on medical
science in the news, films and
books.

In the mean�me, members may be
interested in an ini�a�ve from Manchester
University, “Live with Scien�sts” (h�ps://
www.livewithscien�sts.com/), that aims to
connect the public with its scien�fic
research. May’s theme is “Cancer” and there
is a programme of online presenta�ons and
ac�vi�es lined up.

Len appreciates that it’s not an easy ma�er
for all to talk about but hopefully, the
ini�a�ve will give a sense that progress is
being made locally.

Friday 7th May 2021
Leicester City v Newcastle United
20:00 Sky Sports

Saturday 8th May 2021
Leeds United v To�enham Hotspur
12:30 BT Sport

Sheffield United v Crystal Palace
15:00 Sky Sports

Man City v Chelsea
17:30 Sky Sports

Liverpool v Southampton
20:15 Sky Sports

Sunday 9th May 2021
Wolves v Brighton & Hove Albion
12:00 BBC One / BBC iPlayer

Aston Villa v Man Utd
14:05 Sky Sports

West Ham United v Everton
16:30 Sky Sports

Arsenal v West Brom
19:00 BT Sport

Monday 10th May 2021
Fulham v Burnley
20:00 Sky Sports

Tuesday 11th May 2021
Man Utd v Leicester City
18:00 BT Sport

Southampton v Crystal Palace
20:15 Sky Sports

Wednesday 12th May 2021
Chelsea v Arsenal
20:15 Sky Sports

Thursday 13th May 2021
Aston Villa v Everton
18:00 Sky Sports

Man Utd v Liverpool
20:15 Sky Sports

Friday 14th May 2021
Newcastle United v Man City
20:00
Sky Sports

https://www.livewithscientists.com/
https://www.livewithscientists.com/


Southport and
Birkdale Croquet
Club - Taster
Sessions.

If walking through a secluded part of
Victoria Park, you hear the sounds of
Mallets striking balls followed by cries of
glee or anguish, you have found Southport
and Birkdale Croquet Club, one of the oldest
spor�ng clubs in Southport. Croquet has
been played here for more than a hundred
years in one of the most picturesque
spor�ng se�ngs in the area. The historic
clubhouse was opened in 1904 and is s�ll fully used
today, adorned inside with some historic photographs
presen�ng an interes�ng and prac�cal base for the club
ac�vi�es.

Forget the ‘posh’ reputa�on and fantasy tales of Alice
in Wonderland, Croquet can be a highly compe��ve
and serious sport for young and old, male or female, all
compe�ng on equal terms. It is also a wonderful social
game played between friends for pleasure and
relaxa�on. Playing croquet in the sunshine on a
magnificently manicured lawn is one of life’s greatest
pleasures.

Over the decades,
Southport has hosted
na�onal and regional
tournaments, as well as
interna�onal matches, and witnessed
many of the na�ons leading players
exhibi�ng their skills. The club manages
five league teams, playing matches all
over the North West, in addi�on to
many compe��ons for club members.

The club has about 70 members and
Croquet is played at all levels from
beginners to experts. Coaching is

readily available at various levels and all equipment is
supplied, however, many players prefer to buy their
own mallets.

If you are capable of swinging a 1m long mallet, why
not try Croquet? A sport involving thinking and
strategic skills along with good hand-eye co-ordina�on,
(think of Snooker on grass), a sport tomaintain cerebral
skills and a modicum of fitness. Why not give it a try?

Free one hour taster sessions will be taking place in the
first 2 weeks of June. Following this youmay like to join
our coaching sessions which would be £20 for 4 two
hour lessons. Hope to see you there!

https://www.sciencefocus.com/nature/how-most-life-on-earth-is-dependent-on-fungi-including-you


learn,
laugh,
live

Learn, laugh, live Email your contributions to editor@Southportu3a.org.uk

“APITOURISM”
(travelling for bees)
by our own Francine Segar,
Beekeeper and Southport u3a member
Thursday 20 May at 2pm

When a simple hobby can become a passion, and lead to
unexpected travels…

Being a hobby-beekeeper in the UK is easy, and any
‘honey money’ is just a bonus.
But for the poorest people in the world, beekeeping can
be a life-changing
experience. All they need
is a little help...

Sceptical? You are not
alone. However, we can
go on a “bee safari” to see
for ourselves the impact

that charitable work can have, and how the money
raised is actually used (and not misused).

Two very different trips, one to specifically witness the impact of
Bees for Development’s work, the other more of a fund-raiser -
but both are events that UK beekeepers find incredibly
interesting and enjoyable.
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DON’T MISS IT!!


